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The City of Ocean Springs
Flood Information

The City of Ocean Springs Participates in the Community Rating Service. Ocean Springs Current Rating in
the programis 7.

This rating entitles residents in a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) to a 15% discount on their flood
insurance. Please contact your insurance agent to insure that you are getting this discount.

Purpose: The purpose of this brochure is to provide the citizens of Ocean Springs with information on floods,
and ways you can protect yourself and your property from flood hazard. By participating in the Community
Rating Service (CRS), we can reduce the damage caused by floods and the cost of protecting our property
from flood hazard.

Floods: Flooding is the nation’s most common natural disaster. Floods can happen anywhere especially after
heavy rain. It is important to be prepared.

Flood Watch means flooding is possible.

Flood Warning means flooding is occurring or will occur soon.
Flash Flood Watch means flash flooding is possible.

Flash Flood Warning means flash flooding is occurring.

Flood Hazard Areas: The flood hazard areas for the City of Ocean Springs include the coastal areas of the
Mississippi Sound, Bay of Biloxi, Davis Bayou, Old Fort Bayou and adjacent bayous and drainage ways. The
primary cause of flooding is due to storm surge from hurricanes and flooding during periods of heavy rainfall.

The 100 year floodplain is the area that will be flooded on the average of once every 100 years. It has a 1%
chance of being flooded in any given year. Put another way, it has about a 25% chance of being flooded over
the life of a 30-year mortgage.

As a public service, the City of Ocean Springs will provide you with map information regarding whether your
property is located in a flood hazard area. Please contact the Ocean Springs Building Department at 228-
875-6712, the Building Official's Office at 228-872-4940, or request assistance by emailing the Building
Official at tagar@oceansprings-ms.gov. These offices are located in City Hall at 1018 Porter Avenue.

Flood Warning System: The City of Ocean Springs participates in the emergency warning system under the
Jackson County Emergency Management Plan. Hurricane and flood advisories are disseminated over local
radio (WMJY/Magic 93.7) and television (WLOX Channel 13 or WXXV Fox 25 News) stations. Ocean
Springs Police and Fire Departments will provide door to door warnings to those areas threatened by flooding.
When a flood threatens, evacuations are ordered in areas expected to flood. Residents must be prepared to
move to a place of safety. The City, in conjunction with Jackson County Emergency Management, will
announce emergency shelter locations.

Flood Safety: There are several actions you can take to mitigate the flood hazard, including:
* Know the flood warning procedures.
e Plan escape routes to high ground.

e During times of heavy rain, monitor the level of water in drain ways. Stay tuned to local radio and
television stations for flood warnings.

e Turn off gas and electricity, but do not touch electrical appliances while wet or standing in water.






