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PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
P.O. Box 1800 / Ocean Springs, MS. 39566 

Phone 228-875-4415 Fax 228-872-5427 
 

RESIDENTIALLY-ZONED SHORT TERM RENTALS / BED & BREAKFASTS – OCCUPANCY INSPECTION CHECKLIST 

Before requesting an occupancy inspection from the Building Official and the Fire Marshall, 
please make sure the following items have been completed.  If you require the power to be 
turned on prior to completion of the below checklist, open an account with the power company, 
and come to the Building Department to sign an affidavit for non-occupancy power.  A building 
inspector will then inspect your business to verify that all wiring and service panels are safe and 
secure. 

Once your building is ready to open its doors for business, the below checklist is complete, and 
you have turned in the appropriate application and fees, you will need to call the Building 
Department to schedule an occupancy inspection.  Someone must be present at the time of 
inspection. 

All Occupancy Inspections are done at 10am 

The following items must be complete prior to inspection: 

 Type 2A 10BC fire extinguishers – placed in a location visible to occupants. 

 Emergency lighting with battery backup (not “exit” lighting) in locations that will allow 
adequate illumination in case of emergency or power outage. 

 Address clearing displayed on the outside of the building.  This must be visible from the 
street.  IN locations not visible from the street, a pilaster or signage must be placed at the 
street – not to exceed 1 square foot. 

 All Main and Distribution panel boxes must have all circuits labeled properly. 

 Smoke detectors must be located in all sleeping areas and corridors leading to sleeping 
areas.  If a residence has gas service, all locations must also include Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors. 

 Adequate garbage receptacles and storage locations. 

 Adequate emergency egress from all rooms within the residence.  Sleeping areas must have 
two (2) means of egress. 

 No exposed wiring can be visible. 

 All outlets within 6 feet of any water source must be on a GFCI circuit or have that type of 
outlet installed. 

 Adequate off street parking for guests.  No designated parking will be allowed on grassy 
surfaces or on streets. 

 NOTE: maximum travel distance to a fire extinguisher is 75 feet – additional fire 
extinguishers may be required. 

 


